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This characteristic of our history text-books has often 
been pointed out and deplored by those who have felt that 
the causes of animosity between the two countries ought 
to be removed, and the old grudges forgotten. But up to 
the present time only small progress has been made in 
the rewriting of Anglo-American history for the school 
text-books from a more pacific and Christian standpoint. 
We have alluded to the subject in former editorials and 
pointed out what has been done and ought to be done. 

We are not at all surprised that progress in this direction 
has been slow. It is a much more difficult task than it would 
at first thought appear to be. We doubt if Mr. Plimsoll 
or any other Englishman really comprehends the difficulty 
confronting an American historian who undertakes to 
present our historic relations with Great Britain in a way 
not to inculcate dislike but respect and friendliness. 
Nearly ten years of our history since the Declaration of 
Independence, seven of them the period of the founding 
of the nation, were spent in war with Great Britain, to 
say nothing of the wrongs done us by the British Govern- 
ment at other critical periods. This is no inconsiderable 
portion of our entire history of 120 years, and occupies 
necessarily a large space in the history books. On the 
British side, it is a very inconsiderable portion of their 
long history of more than a thousand years, and occupies, 
necessarily, but small space in any school history. 
Again, it is a very easy thing for English historians to 
admit and even assert strongly that King George and his 
Ministers were not only foolish but wicked in their treat- 
ment of the American colonies. American historians find 
little if anything of this kind to say about our Govern- 
ment in the time of Washington. All this makes it much 
easier for the English people of this day to cherish proper 
fraternal feelings towards the United States than it is for 
the people of this country to hold such sentiments with 
regard to Great Britain. The spirit of forgiveness and 
brotherhood has to be much deeper on this side, and the 
historians have to go beneath the surface of the history to 
find grounds for inculcating through their books the spirit 
of respect and love towards Great Britain. There are 
such grounds, many of them ; and they ought to be sought 
out and brought to the front. But we shall have to have 
a new generation of historians, brought up on the new 
and more Christian ideas of our time, before we can have 
our history presented in a truly civilizing spirit to our 
boys and girls. Meanwhile the English historians and 
friends of peace can help us along in this direction by 
writing and speaking in even stronger condemnation than 
Mr. Plimsoll's extracts do of the conduct of King George 
and his Ministry, and of the doings of some later Minis- 
tries in their relations to the United States. Many of them 
are doing this in a splendid way, and this is having a pow- 
erful effect on the spirit of our people. This is infinitely 
more effective than scolding us for having bad histories. 



Dr. Harris has done a great service to American educa- 
tion by placing extracts from these twenty-four English 
school histories in his Report, and we hope that the care- 
ful perusal of them by the many teachers into whose 
hands the Report may fall may do much to encourage a 
more discriminating and Christian teaching of Anglo- 
American history by the instructors in history, even with 
the books now in their hands. 



CRETE AND GREECE. 

All eyes have been turned to the island of Crete since 
the dispatch of the Greek torpedo flotilla on the 10th ult., 
in command of Prince George, ostensibly to prevent the 
landing of Turkish troops ordered to the island from 
Smyrna to aid in suppressing the insurrection. 

The trouble in Crete is of long standing. The people in the 
island are largely of Greek descent, about three-fourths of 
the three hundred thousand now constituting the population 
being not only of Greek blood but of Greek Christian 
faith. The Mussulman inhabitants are Moslem by pro- 
fession rather than by birth. Ever since the conquest 
and control of the island by Turkey conflicts between the 
two classes of religionists have been frequent, the Mos- 
lems being chiefly, though by no means wholly, at fault 
until more recently. 

Last summer under pressure from the powers the Porte 
gave Crete a Christian governor, a Roman Catholic, how- 
ever, instead of a Greek Christian, and promised to pre- 
serve order without sending more Turkish troops. But 
the promised reforms were delayed, after the Turkish 
fashion. The old gendarmerie was done away, but the 
promised new one, to be composed of foreigners, was not 
created. During all this time disturbances have taken 
place, naturally. The Christian population has been in 
insurrection against the Moslems and Moslem rule. The 
insurrection has been fomented from Greece, and in its 
later stages has taken on the form of a movement for 
union with Greece, where the island naturally belongs. It 
must not be supposed that this movement is the out- 
growth of recent Turkish cruelties so much as of those of 
the past. It is even more the result of the unnatural con- 
nection of Crete with the Ottoman empire, and of 
Greek dislike for everything Turkish. For this reason 
the Cretan question will never be settled so long as this 
unnatural connection exists. 

The recent attack on Canea, which brought on the 
crisis, was distinctly an act of Christian aggression. The 
Turks seem to have been beaten and driven back. 
Then the insurgents declared for union with Greece and 
Greece came promptly to their support. 

This action of King George took the powers almost 
wholly by surprise and quite took away their breath. It 
has been surmised that he acted with the connivance of 
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the Czar though this is not proven. Events have fol- 
lowed each other with great rapidity since this bold move- 
ment of the Greek king. A small "corps of occupation" 
has been landed in Crete under command of Prince 
George and Colonel Vassos. The military forces of 
Greece have been brought as speedily as possible into 
readiness for war. The whole of Greece has been in a 
state of extraordinary excitement, and unanimously up- 
held the policy inaugurated by the King. At Constanti- 
nople also rapid preparations for war have been made, 
and the declaration made to the powers that unless Greece 
desists an army of invasion will be marched against 
her northern frontier. Greece has declared that she "ac- 
cepts full responsibility for her acts," and that she will 
meet the Turks on the frontier if they come. 

The powers appeared promptly on the scene. Their 
warships have blockaded Crete. They have taken posses- 
sion of three Cretan towns, Canea, Heraklion and Retimo. 
They have tried to prevent Greece and Turkey both from 
sending troops or supplies to the island. Their action in 
bombarding the camp of the insurgents, who, in spite of 
warnings, attacked the town of Canea, has created the 
greatest indignation throughout Crete and Greece, and 
made the movement for union all the stronger and more 
stubborn. 

At this writing Greece stands to her declarations. The 
island is occupied by Col. Vassos in the name of the King 
of Greece. All the provinces of Crete have voted for 
union. The powers have been a good deal at a loss and 
at some variance as to what to do. They seem determined 
to prevent war if they can, but not much disposed to 
allow Crete to get away from Turkey. Lord Salisbury 
announced in the House of Lords on the 25th ult. that he 
had sent a despatch to the British representative at the 
capital of each of the powers, declaring England's policy, 
with which he assumed the other powers to agree, to be that 
of administrative autonomy for Crete but as a part of the 
Turkish Empire ; and that in case either Greece or Tur- 
key should decline to remove their troops from the 
island, at the request of the powers, they should 
be compelled by force to do so. It remains 
to be seen whether this policy will be carried out. 
It would be much better than nothing, but now that the 
crisis is on, it seems that it would be a very simple thing 
for the powers to let Crete go where she wants to be and 
where she naturally belongs. If they feel it their duty to 
compel Turkey to do anything, why not compel her to do 
the right thing ? The "Concert of Europe" will have to 
experience "a change of heart" and have a good deal of 
elementary moral instruction before we shall have any 
hope of its doing much for civilization and progress. 
We do not wonder that Gladstone is "sorrowful and in- 
dignant" and that the English Liberals look with grave 
concern on the policy outlined by the Prime Minister. 



MR. COUDERT'S CHICAGO SPEECH. 

One of the great meetings on the 22nd of February 
this year in honor of Washington was that held in the 
Auditorium at Chicago, under the auspices of the Union 
League Club of that city. The address was given by 
Frederick R. Coudert, to an immense audience. The 
chief part of it was given to the progress of arbitration 
and the passing of war. He predicted that general arbi- 
tration is inevitable, and once established by the United 
States and Great Britain, who " are striving to crown the 
glories of this dying century with something better and 
greater than the world has seen," it will be adopted by 
all the great European powers. Speaking of the Geneva 
arbitration, he said : 

" There are few more hopeful signs in the history of 
arbitration than that between Great Britain and the 
United States, which is known as the Geneva arbitration. 
It is the most conspicuous instance of a resort to friendly 
adjustment where provocation was so great, for our peo- 
ple had indeed suffered under a real and bitter grievance. 
When the very existence of the nation was in jeopardy, 
when brother was arrayed against brother and the whole 
fabric of our government was tottering to possible ruin, 
a friendly nation connived at efforts of the union's enemies 
and indirectly aided in their attempts at our disruption. 
If there is anything more difficult to forgive than injury 
we have suffered it is the injury we have inflicted. Since 
this great object lesson in international arbitration, it is 
idle to talk of insurmountable obstacles in the way of 
promoting peace. If the United States could condone the 
depredations of the Alabama, and Great Britain could 
pay for them, as she did, arbitration must be easy. But 
it was never so easy as to-day." 

He declared that all the civilization of our age, its in- 
telligence and learning, its science and art, its greater 
tenderness of human life, its commercial interests, are 
against war. On the whole also the influence of the 
press is for peace. General Sherman's monosyllabic de- 
scription, " war is hell," he thought could scarcely be im- 
proved on. Referring to the opinions of Hegel, De 
Maistre, Von Moltke and others, that war is a divine 
agency for good, he asked : 

' ' How many soldiers should be slain and how many 
villages burned and how many provinces devastated 
before the highest culture is reached? When and how 
can we be certain that decadence is stayed and that the 
progress requires no further killing of men ? Who shall 
furnish periodical and plausible pretexts for war, to be 
applied when the necessity arrives, not that justice may 
have her sway, but that men may not be pampered into 
effeminacy by the charms of peace ? We might ask this 
great warrior (Von Moltke) when he discovered, and 
how, that war entered into the views and designs of Provi- 
dence. What winged messenger of the Prince of Peace 
vouchsafed for his private illumination the [fearful fact 
that war was permitted to nations worthy of fulfilling 
upon earth a divine mission to preserve them from decay? 
If we can feel quite sure that this accomplished soldier 
was really inspired to express such appalling sentiments 
we must despair of the future of the world." 



